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Introduction 

CENTER FOR HUMANITARIAN EMERGENCIES 
Emory University's Center for Humanitarian Emergencies is committed to building the 
global capacity of trained and skilled emergency responders. As part of our ongoing 
programming, CHE offers training to a diverse audience base and in increasingly diverse 
platforms. 

Mission Statement 
Driving global collaboration, research and evidence-based training to improve the lives 
and well-being of populations impacted by humanitarian emergencies. 

Who We Are 
The Center for Humanitarian Emergencies at Emory is a collaboration between faculty 
and staff, students, fellows, and alumni to build global response capacity. 
As experienced humanitarian emergency response trainers, researchers and program 
implementers, Faculty and Staff guide students toward effective careers in the 
humanitarian field.     
 
Students explore emergency-related topics of infectious disease, nutrition, reproductive 
health, metal health, WASH (Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene), and many other technical 
areas.  

Mission of the CHE Certificate 
The Rollins School of Public Health in partnership with CDC's Emergency Response and 
Recovery Branch offers a Graduate Certificate in Humanitarian Emergencies. The 
certificate combines the teaching and research strength of Emory University with the 
applied technical skills of the CDC's Emergency Response and Recovery Branch (ERRB). 
The Certificate Program is available to qualified Rollins students and to other Emory 
graduate health schools on a case-by-case basis. 

Purpose 
The Certificate in Humanitarian Emergencies at the Rollins School of Public Health 
(RSPH) aims to train graduate students to be competitive for CHE-related careers. A 
humanitarian emergency occurs when there is a breakdown of authority due to internal 
or external conflict and there is an emergency situation exceeding the ability of the 
country’s government to respond that requires an international response beyond the 
capacity of any single agency and/or the UN country program.   
 
Working in a humanitarian emergency is challenging and requires a broad knowledge 
base and a skill set particular to crisis management including: 

 Doing no harm 
 Providing good evidence to inform decision makers 
 Ability to work in challenging environments and resource-poor settings while 

being able to develop solutions quickly, efficiently, and effectively 

http://www.che.emory.edu/who-we-are/faculty-staff/index.html
http://www.che.emory.edu/who-we-are/students/index.html


 

Certificate Requirements  
Any RSPH student who fulfills the following criteria will be awarded a CHE certificate: 

 Two core classes in humanitarian emergency response 

 Two courses in approved advanced methods (minimum of four credit hours) 

 Six credit hours in approved electives 

 Research or practicum component 

 Fifteen hours of volunteer participation 

Please consult the tracking sheet (Appendix A) to keep track of fulfillment of the criteria. 

Coursework  
Students should review the detailed description of course offerings (core classes, 
approved advanced methods, and approved electives) in Appendix B.  The courses listed 
are subject to change and may not be offered every year.  Students should always 
consult OPUS for the latest information on availability of courses in advance of 
registration.   

 Core Classes 
There are three core courses in the CHE curriculum.  Two of which are required and 
the third highly recommended: 
GH 512 (2 credits) required 
Health in Humanitarian Emergencies. 
*5 day class January break, year one 
GH 510 (2 credits) required 
Epidemiologic Methods in Humanitarian Emergencies. 
*5 day class over Spring Break 
GH 538 (2 credits) highly recommended 
Food and Nutrition in Humanitarian Emergencies. 
*Currently half semester course in the fall 

 Advanced Methods Class Requirement 
Students must complete two courses (at least four credit hours) from the following 
courses: 
BIOS 501: Statistical Methods II 
EPI 534: Epidemiologic Methods II 
EPI 591U: Application of EPI Concepts  
BSHE 524: Community Needs Assessment  
EH 549: Critical Analysis of Water, Sanitation, and Research  
GH 522: Qualitative Research Methods for Global Health  
GH 525: Qualitative Data Analysis  
GH 560: Monitoring and Evaluation of Global Public Health Programs  
INFO 501: Principles of Public Health Informatics II  



 

 Electives 
Students are required to complete 6 credit hours of approved elective courses. 
All classes must be taken for a grade UNLESS an approved elective is only offered 
S/U. Only 1 S/U class is permitted as part of the electives and only if it is not offered 
for a grade.  Please consult the tracking sheet (Appendix A) for list of currently 
approved elective courses.   
 
If a student wants to petition for a non-approved elective to be considered for 
inclusion towards certificate requirements, they must schedule a meeting with the 
CHE coordinator and bring along a copy of the syllabus of the suggested course.  The 
CHE coordinator will determine if it will be considered by the curriculum committee.   

Research or Practicum 
Students must complete EITHER a research OR practicum component OR a research 
paper as part of this certificate and should confer with the CHE Coordination when 
deciding which option best fits the student's needs and if a topic meets the CHE 
requirement. 

 Research 
There are two ways to fulfill your research component: 

 Your thesis addresses a substantive humanitarian emergency topic. 

 You write a 10-15 page research paper on a humanitarian issue. This paper can 
be as part of a class requirement or one specifically written to fulfill this 
requirement. 

 
Please discuss this option with the CHE coordinator.  

 Practicum 
The practicum component is met through completing a service-learning internship in 
a setting or topic relevant to emergencies (i.e. CHE, Maternal Health, Malaria). It is 
possible that your RSPH practicum could also meet the CHE requirement if it is in a 
relevant setting. Confer with the CHE Coordinator when deciding which option best 
fits the student's needs and if a topic meets the CHE requirement. 

Global Field Experience 
It may be possible to use a global field experience to fulfill the practicum 
requirement for the CHE certificate.  Please see GFE website: 
https://www.sph.emory.edu/rollins-life/community-engaged-learning/global-
field-experience/index.html for list of past practicum and email CHE coordinator 
with practicum idea to see if CHE applicable.  Some CHE-related practicums are 
listed in Appendix C. 

 
 

https://www.sph.emory.edu/rollins-life/community-engaged-learning/global-field-experience/index.html
https://www.sph.emory.edu/rollins-life/community-engaged-learning/global-field-experience/index.html


 

Volunteer Participation 
Students are required to participate in 15 hours of CHE-related volunteer work.  
Volunteer opportunities are available in a number of local organizations; please refer to 
the CHE website for more information. In order to fulfill this requirement, students must 
send a letter from their volunteer opportunity supervisor verifying their volunteer hours 
to the CHE coordinator along with their tracking sheet.  Please see Appendix D for 
sample letters. 

Important People and Contact Information 

 Robie Freeman Michaux, Director of Enrollment Services, 404-727-8739 OR 
rfreem2@emory.edu 

 CHE Certificate Coordinator, Lara Martin, MPH, Manager of Education and 
Programs, 404-712-8308 or lsmart4@emory.edu 

 CHE Faculty and Staff profiles:  
o http://www.che.emory.edu/who-we-are/faculty-staff/index.htmlADAPS 

 

Name Room Program Phone 

Leah Tompkins Rm. 242 GCR 

Executive MPH 
Applied Epidemiology 
Applied Public Health 
Informatics 
Prevention Science 

404-727-9489 

Jena Black (A-K, Dual 
Degree) 
 

Rm. 3024 
CNR 
 

Epidemiology, 
Global Epidemiology 

404-727-8729 
 

Zarie Riley (A-L) 
Meghan Sullivan (M-Z) 

Rm. 508 GCR 
Rm. 506 GCR 

Behavioral Sciences and 
Health Education 

404-727-3898 
404-727-7877 

Melissa Sherrer Rm. 316 GCR Biostatistics 404-727-3968 

Ariadne Swichtenberg 

Rm. 2053 
CNR 

Environmental Health 
Global Environmental Health 

Environmental Health / 
Epidemiology (Joint 
Program) 

404-727-7905 

Flavia Traven (A-J) 
Theresa Nash (K-Z) 

Rm. 7024 
CNR 
Rm. 7026 
CNR 

Global Health 

404-727-0263 
404-727-5724 

Kathy Wollenzien Rm. 608 GCR 
Health Policy and 
Management 

404-727-5701 

 

mailto:rfreem2@emory.edu
file:///C:/Users/User/Desktop/lsmart4@emory.edu
http://www.che.emory.edu/who-we-are/faculty-staff/index.htmlADAPS
mailto:ltompkins@emory.edu
http://www.sph.emory.edu/departments/emph/index.html
http://www.sph.emory.edu/departments/emph/tracks/applied-epidemiology/index.html
http://www.sph.emory.edu/departments/emph/tracks/applied-public-health-informatics/index.html
http://www.sph.emory.edu/departments/emph/tracks/applied-public-health-informatics/index.html
http://www.sph.emory.edu/departments/emph/tracks/prevention-science/index.html
mailto:jena.black@emory.edu
http://www.sph.emory.edu/departments/epi/index.html
http://www.sph.emory.edu/departments/epi/degree-programs/mph-glepi/index.html
mailto:zarie.riley@emory.edu
mailto:meghan.christina.rios@emory.edu
http://www.sph.emory.edu/_archive/bshe-2015-08-13/index.html
http://www.sph.emory.edu/_archive/bshe-2015-08-13/index.html
mailto:msherre@emory.edu
http://www.sph.emory.edu/departments/bios/index.html
mailto:ariadne.swichtenberg@sph.emory.edu
http://www.sph.emory.edu/departments/eh/index.html
http://www.sph.emory.edu/departments/eh/degree-programs/global-environmental-health/index.html
http://www.sph.emory.edu/departments/eh/mph-msph/joint-msph/index.html
http://www.sph.emory.edu/departments/eh/mph-msph/joint-msph/index.html
mailto:ftraven@emory.edu
mailto:tnash@sph.emory.edu
http://www.sph.emory.edu/departments/gh/index.html
mailto:kwollen@sph.emory.edu
http://www.sph.emory.edu/_archive/hpm-2015-09-23/index.html
http://www.sph.emory.edu/_archive/hpm-2015-09-23/index.html


 

Important Websites 

 CHE website: http://che.emory.edu/ 

 RSPH calendar of events: https://www.sph.emory.edu/about/calendar/ 
 

Roles and Responsibilities of the CHE Certificate Coordinator 
The CHE Certificate Coordinator advises on courses, practicums, and thesis/capstone 
related questions, advocates for students, and connects students to resources. The CHE 
coordinator can also be part of your thesis committee, act as a mentor, and provide 
guidance on entering the humanitarian sector. Students asking non-CHE questions 
should contact your academic advisor.  

Special CHE Events  

 CHE Certificate Overview—a discussion and overview on CHE certificate 
requirements during Orientation week 

 CHE Cohort orientation—an orientation of new cohort of CHE students held in 
Mid-October 

 France Atlanta Humanitarian Forum 

 CHE coffee hours—Professional development opportunity for CHE students to 
mix and mingle with professors and ERRB professionals where students are able 
to ask questions and gain professional advice.  Held monthly. 

 CHE brown Bags— Lectures and discussions on relevant emergency methods, 
theories, or experiences held throughout the year.  Please see RSPH calendar of 
events. 

 CHE Graduation Luncheon- Spring Semester 

Graduation Procedures:  

 Completion of Verification Form:  Mid-semester of the semester in which a 
student anticipates graduation, they should compile the following documents 
and submit scanned or electronic copies to the CHE coordinator by email: 

o Copy of their unofficial transcript highlighting all the CHE Certificate 
coursework they have taken.   

o Completed tracking sheet (Appendix A)  
o Supporting documentation of volunteer hours  

  

 One to two months prior to graduation:  The CHE Coordinator will send a 
database of the names of the CHE Certificate students who have met all the 
requirements and should be awarded the certificate to the registrar’s office.   
 

 Graduation party– An end of the year luncheon will be hosted by the CHE to 
recognize and celebrate the second year students for the successful completion 
of the CHE program and their Rollins’ degrees.  At this time, students will receive 
a small token of appreciation and their physical certificate.   

 

http://che.emory.edu/
https://www.sph.emory.edu/about/calendar/


 

Appendix A: Tracking Sheet for CHE Certificate Requirements 
Name: 

 

ID:  

 

Department 

 

 

Anticipated Graduation 

Date 

 

Permanent E-mail Address1:  

 

Preferred Phone Number:  

 

Core Requirements (4 credits) Semester Credits Notes 

GH 512 Health in Humanitarian Emergencies (Sp)  2  

GH 510 Epidemiologic Methods in Humanitarian 

Emergencies (Sp) 

 2 

Elective CHE Courses (6 credits)  Semester Credits Notes 
GH 538 Food and Nutrition in Humanitarian Emergencies 

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED (Sp) 

 2  

GH 531 Mental Health in Humanitarian Emergencies (Fa)  1 
GH 532 Risk Communications for Global Public Health 

Emergencies (Sp) 
 1 

GH 533 Preparedness and Planning for International 

Emergencies (Sp) 
 1 

GH 578 Logistics Operations in Humanitarian Emergencies (Fa)  2 
    

See Sheet 2 for approved Electives outside of CHE Certificate Courses  

Advanced Methods Requirement Two Courses (min of 4 

credits) 

Bios 501, EPI 534, Epi 591U, BSHE 524, EH 549, GH 522, GH 525, 

GH560/565, or INFO 501 

 

Semester Credits  

Practicum or Research Paper Requirement- please briefly 

describe project or paper: 

Semester Advisor Contact Info 

                                                        
 



 

 

 

 

Volunteer Participation: Please list each opportunity along 

with total hours below and email LSMART4@emory.edu with 

a letter from your supervisor confirming the information:  

Semester Supervisor Contact Info 

    

    

 
Additional Approved Elective Courses Semester Credits Notes 

BSHE 524 Community Needs Assessment Spring 2  

BSHE 530 Conduct Evaluation Research Fall  3 

BSHE 538 Qualitative Research Methods Fall  3 

BSHE 539 Qualitative Data Analysis Fall  3 

BSHE 544 Survey Methods Spring 3 

BSHE 545 Population Dynamics Spring 2 

BSHE 565 Violence as a Public Health Problem Spring 2 

BSHE 569 Grant Proposal Writing  Fall 3 

BSHE 578 Ethics in Public Health Spring 1 

BSHE 581 Strategies in Stress Reduction Spring 1 

HPM 534 Grant Writing in Public Health Fall 2 

HPM 579 Mental Health and Public Health Interface Both 1 

EPI 536 Applied Data Analysis Fall 2 

EPI 544 Epidemiology of Foodborne and Diarrheal Diseases Fall 1 

EPI 562 Emerging Infectious Diseases Spring 2 

GH 517 Case Studies in Infectious Disease Epidemiology Fall 2 

GH 543 Fundamentals of Qualitative Data Analysis Fall 2 

GH 504 Effective Oral Communication Fall 2 

GH 522 Qualitative Research Methods for Global Health Spring 3 

GH 543 Fundamentals of Qualitative Data Analysis Fall 2 

GH 502 Global Health Survey Research Methods Spring 3 

GH 506 Introduction to Microbial Risk Assessment Spring  1 

GH 515 Introduction to Public Health Surveillance Spring  3 

mailto:LSMART4@emory.edu


 

GH 525 Qualitative Data Analysis Fall 3 

GH 529 Water and Sanitation in Developing Countries Spring 2 

GH 535 Field Epidemiology Spring  2 

GH 546 Maternal and Child Nutrition Spring 3 

GH 566 Immunization Programs and Policies Spring 2 

GH 574 Malaria Prevention, Control, and Treatment Spring 2 

GH 580 Control of Food and Waterborne Diseases Spring  2 

INFO 540 Informatics and Analytics for Public Health Surveillance Fall 2 

EH 546 Environmental Microbiology: Control of Food and 

Waterborne Diseases 

Fall 2 

EH 548 Research Methods for Studies of Water and Health Spring 3 

EH 549 Approaches to Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene Research Fall 2 

EH 583 Spatial Analysis in Disease Ecology (GIS-based) Spring 4 

EH 587 Introduction to Satellite Remote Sensing and the 
Environment and its Application to Public Health 

Spring 3 

INFO 532 Cartography and Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 
for Public Health 

Fall 4  

 
 

  



 

Appendix B: CHE Course Descriptions  
Please note this is a sample and not all courses are offered every year. 

 

Complex Humanitarian Emergencies Courses- Detail 

Description 

GH 510:  Epidemiological Methods in Humanitarian Emergencies 

Spring. Prerequisites: EPI 530, BIOS 500, and GH 512. This course covers epidemiologic 

methods used in complex humanitarian emergencies, such as rapid assessment, 

surveillance, survey design (with a focus on cluster surveys) and analysis. In addition, the 

class includes other topics such as outbreaks in emergencies as well as practical sessions 

on anthropometry and field laboratory methods. Teaching methods combine lectures and 

case studies of recent humanitarian emergencies. Spring Break  

GH 512:  Health in Humanitarian Emergencies 

Spring. The course covers the technical and management principles that are the basis of 

planning, implementing, and evaluating health programs for acutely displaced 

populations in developing countries.  It emphasizes refugees in camp situations. It 

includes modules on assessment, nutrition, epidemiology of major health problems, 

surveillance, and program management in the context of an international relief operation. 

TBD: Weekend in Spring  

GH 531: Mental Health in Humanitarian Emergencies 

Fall. Prerequisite: GH 510 and GH 512. This course covers essential principles necessary 

to understand and address mental health issues in complex humanitarian emergencies. 

Using epidemiological and ethnographic approaches, the course highlights: mental health 

surveys, outcome evaluation methods, best practices and evidence-based interventions for 

beneficiary populations, and preparation and training for emergency responders and aid 

workers. TBD: Weekend in Fall 

GH 532: Risk Communications for Global Public Health Emergencies 

Spring. This course encourages and facilitates improved risk communication for public 

health emergencies among public health authorities and partner organizations through the 

building of risk communication core capacities as part of the surveillance and response 

requirements of the International Health Regulations (IHR). Concepts of risk 

communication are taught through scenario-based exercises. TBD: Weekend in Fall 

GH 533:  Preparedness and Planning for International Emergencies 

Spring. This course covers the essential principles of emergency preparedness and 

planning in the international context. Students are exposed to concepts of Sphere 

standards, cluster system, ICS system, emergency operation plan development, and table-

top exercises. The common pitfalls and challenges of emergency preparedness and 

planning are discussed. TBD: Weekend in Spring  

  



 

 

GH 537 (1): Sexual and Reproductive Health in Emergencies 

Spring. Prerequisites: GH 510, GH 512, MISP online certificate. This course builds on 

students’ knowledge of epidemiologic principles and health needs in complex 

humanitarian emergencies. It takes an applied epidemiological approach covering three 

essential components to sexual and reproductive health in complex humanitarian 

emergencies: program management, monitoring, and evaluation; policy and advocacy; 

and emerging issues and methods. The course will use a mix of lectures, discussions, and 

applied learning exercises to discuss how humanitarian conflict affects sexual and 

reproductive health outcomes. Additionally, key guidelines and program priorities in the 

field, areas of innovation, and knowledge gaps will be discussed. 
 

GH 538: Food and Nutrition in Humanitarian Emergencies` 

Fall. Prerequisites: BIOS 500, EPI 530, GH 512.  The course covers topics related to 

malnutrition during humanitarian emergencies, including acute malnutrition and 

micronutrient deficiencies.  The course discusses how organizations decide when, what 

type and how much food to distribute during crisis.  It addresses other programs that are 

used to prevent malnutrition, how organizations concerned with nutrition evaluate 

nutritional status in individuals and populations and the various types of feeding 

programs that are implemented in emergency situations.  The course includes practical 

field exercises on nutrition as well as visits by guest practitioners from the field.  TBD: 

Winter Break 

GH 577 (1) Health Needs Assessment in Emergencies- Not Currently Offered 

Fall. Prerequisites: BIOS 500 and EPI 530. Humanitarian health programs are developed 

quickly when large-scale disasters occur. In the past there has been little assessment of 

need in developing programs and monitoring their impacts. Yet funders increasingly 

demand accountability to identify program impacts and analysis of choices made to 

improve future programs. Skill at assessing need, justifying program development, and 

monitoring implementation builds on knowledge of field epidemiology to characterize 

the burden of disease, identify major intervention opportunities, and create or mobilize 

existing health service infrastructure. Students will become familiar with the tools, 

monitoring mechanisms, reports, and analytical methods used to assess, elaborate, 

monitor, and evaluate emergency health programs. Extensive examples and the actual 

tools and reports used, especially from disasters in Haiti and Pakistan in 2010, the 

Philippines in 2013, Syria since 2011 and the 2005 Asian tsunami, will be used in this 

hands-on course.  TBD- Spring 2107 

GH 578 (1) Logistics Operations in Humanitarian Emergencies- Not Currently 

Offered 

Fall. Logistical pre-planning will identify intervention opportunities and mobilize 

existing logistics’ capacity to leverage more effective services for the existing health care 

infrastructure for humanitarian relief. In this course, students will become familiar with 

logistics tools, reports, and methodologies available for enhancing health care response 

needs during complex humanitarian emergencies. Logistics is critical for efficient 

emergency deployment and sustainability during all stages of complex humanitarian 



 

health response. Usually, little thought is given to logistics during the “ramp-up phase” of 

a humanitarian response because of the speed at which response efforts take place 

causing greater inefficiencies during the actual response. If many of the logistical 

considerations and needs were accomplished in advance of a CHE response and then 

tailored to fit the specific needs of the situation at hand, health care response programs 

would run more smoothly and avoided the added cost of considering logistics last minute. 

Examples will be used to illustrate the need for logistical planning, especially from 

disasters in the Philippines, Haiti, Angola, Kenya and Syria. TBD: Fall 
  



 

 

Appendix C: Sample Practicums 
 
CHE-related practicums in the past have included: 
 

A. In collaboration with the Global Response Preparedness Team (GRPT) within 
ERRB, CHE has offered our certificate students short term summer placements in 
CDC offices working on preparedness and emergency planning in emergency 
prone contexts. Over approximately 8 weeks at a CDC country office site, CHE 
practicum students contributed to the planning and preparedness mission of the 
local CDC office and worked closely with an assigned mentor over their 
practicum period.   
 

B. GFE (Global  Field Experiences) are often used to fulfill the practicum 
requirement.  Past GFE’s that are CHE-related include: 
 
- Brazil: For six weeks during the summer of 2016, a CHE fellow worked closely 

with a professor at the University of São Paulo´s School of Public Health to 
assess women’s perceptions of Zika virus and how these perceptions affect 
their family planning, with particular emphasis on their plans to become 
pregnant and/or use contraceptives. She developed a qualitative interview 
guide and conducted 34 interviews with women ages 18-40 in Portuguese 
from high and low economic strata in São Paulo 

- DRC: 2016 summer internship with IMA World Health in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, a CHE fellow and his supervisor designed a training 
program for water quality testing, did the first round of trainings, distributed 
the water quality testing kits, and made suggestions as to how the program 
and training can improve for the next rounds. To reach these goals, they 
needed to adapt and create the training curriculum and course materials, 
train the trainer, and coordinate with IMA headquarters and those they 
would be training. In the end, they were able to hold three workshops, 
training a total of 72 people from 13 Zones de Santé and 3 Divisions 
Provinciales de la Santé. Topics covered included the Portable Microbiology 
Laboratory (PML) test method, sanitary inspections, microbiological 
parameters of water, and the Lifestraw filter. 

 
More examples can be found at the GFE website: 
http://web1.sph.emory.edu/GlobalFieldExp/GFE-Web/index.php#  



 

Appendix D: Sample Volunteer Verification Letters 
 

 



 

 


